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	Team Eligibility: 	 
· Teams must be established squads of the sponsoring school during the current season. 
· Teams must consist entirely of players enrolled full time in a church sponsored school.   



Individual Eligibility 
· Players must be attending members of the sponsoring school and must comply with the eligibility rules of their league and post-season tournament. 
· All players must have participated in at least 50% of the total games for the roster to which they were assigned during the season for the team listed on the application. Exceptions will be made in the case of injury. 
· Each team is limited to a maximum of fifteen (15) players. 
· Each team is allowed a maximum of three (3) staff persons on the bench. At least one of those persons must be age twenty-one (21) or older.  
· No player should have reached the age of fifteen (15) prior to the first day of September that precedes the state tournament.  
· Coach/Administrator must be able to provide for each player a copy of player’s birth certificate or government issued photo I.D. at any time. .  
· Any persons unable to comply with the above rules will not be permitted to participate in the tournament.  



Playing Rules 
· IHSAA volleyball rules shall govern play except where the following rules supersede the IHSAA rules:
· All 4 team pool matches will be played to a best of three (3) sets to 25 – must win by 2 with no cap, and the third, if necessary to 15 – must also win by 2 with no cap. 
· All 3 team pool matches will be an automatic 3 sets to 25 – must win by 2 with no cap.
· All pools with more than 4 teams will be a maximum of 2 sets to 25 – must win by 2 with no cap. 
· Matches played in the final brackets, Gold, Silver and Bronze are best 2 out of three. First two sets are played to 25, must win by 2, no cap. If a 3rd set is needed it is played to 15, win by two, no cap. 
· All games will have at least one certified official who is a member of an officials’ association. 
· A team must be ready to play at the scheduled game time or a forfeit will be declared.
· During Pool play, the first game time is set.  All following games will begin immediately after previous game.  
· Any participant ejected from a game will be ineligible to participate in the team’s next scheduled event.  
· Any protest must be submitted to the tournament directors immediately following the incident in protest. Play shall be suspended while the directors consider the protest and render a decision.  No further appeal will be considered once play resumes.  
 
Tournament Format/Location
· The ILSAA State Volleyball tournament will be conducted no earlier than the first full weekend of October. 
· The tournament location shall be held at the same venue and or location for a period of four years. At the end of each four-year period submittals will be accepted for hosting at alternative sites. The Board of Directors shall review the tournament hosting requirements and determine the location of future tournaments. If the current host cannot meet their commitment of four years, they must inform the ILSAA board of directors in writing of their decision no later than two weeks after the current year’s tournament is concluded. 
· The tournament format will be based on the number of team applications received.  A maximum of 16 teams will be selected for participation.  
· Each team will be guaranteed to play through bracket/division play on Sunday.  Depending on the number of teams selected, teams submitting entry applications must be prepared to play on Friday evening of the tournament.
· Each team will receive a full warm-up of 7 ½ minutes for their first match of the day and the first match after the midday Saturday break.  All other matches will be a 5 minutes for each team. If one team’s first match is against a team who already had their full warm-up, then the team playing for the first time will receive their full 7 ½ minutes of warm up and the other team will get 5 minutes.

Tournament Selection Criteria
· The Board of Directors and Tournament Directors of the ILSAA shall select, or cause to be selected by whatever means in their opinion is appropriate in the circumstances, the most representative teams in the state for participation in each division. 
· The selection and seed meeting will take place on the Monday following the application deadline in September.

General 
· The Board of Directors and Tournament Directors reserve the right to collectively amend, add to, or allow exceptions to the rules of the state tournament when deemed appropriate. 
· Christian Sportsmanship is expected of all team members/spectators throughout the tournament.  Inappropriate behavior throughout the tournament by team 
members/spectators may be punishable at levels deemed necessary by the ILSAA Board of Directors and Tournament Directors. 
 
Equipment 
· Host schools will supply warm-up volleyballs and a game ball. 
· The tournament directors will supply libero tracker sheets. 
· The tournament directors will supply lineup sheets. 
· Teams will supply their own locker room equipment.
· Teams must provide one (1) adult line judge for each match.
· The designated Home team will keep the official scorebook, which they should supply.
· The designated Visiting team will track the libero.
· The libero must be in a contrasting uniform color.	 

Application for Invitation 
· The tournament entry fee of $175 must be paid to the ILSAA, and can be done using a credit card or PayPal on the ILSAA website. Payment must be received by date specified to be eligible to participate in the tournament.
· Coaches/Administrators must be able to provide for each player a copy of player’s birth certificate or government issued photo I.D. at any time.
· Fees paid by teams accepted to the tournament are non-refundable. Fees will be fully refunded to any teams that apply but are not accepted to the tournament.  
· The application must be signed by the pastor of the church, or the principal or athletic director of the school sponsoring the team.  
· An application of a team playing in a league must also be signed by the league director. If the league director is affiliated with that team, another league official unaffiliated with that team must sign the application.  
· Applications for invitation to the ILSAA State tournament must be accompanied by copies of the team’s roster, complete season schedule and final or current league standings.  Teams not in an organized league must provide comparable documents.  



Awards 
· Trophies will be awarded to the first and second place teams in the Gold division and the first place team in all other divisions will receive a plaque or trophy.
· Individual medals will be awarded to each player and staff member of the championship team and the runner-up team of the Gold bracket.
· An all-tournament team (14 players) will be named, voted on by coaches, a committee, and referees will be awarded individual medals.
· A Sportsmanship Plaque will be awarded to a team selected by the officials, tournament directors, coaches, and ILSAA Board of Directors who are present.
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